
Minutes of the Fortuna Planning Commission Design Review Workshop
Tuesday, August 23, 2016 – 6:00p.m.

Fortuna City Hall

Note:  The following record contains motions and actions of the Fortuna Planning 
Commission.  An audio library of the meeting proceedings is on file at Fortuna City 
Hall.

I. CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Kravitz called the meeting to order at 6PM.

FLAG SALUTE:

Chairman Kravitz led the flag salute.

ROLL CALL:

Planning Commission Staff Present

Commissioner Davis
Commissioner Schwartz

Deputy Director Community Development Liz 
Shorey

Commissioner Meaney Sr. Administrative Assistant Jennifer Ourique
Commissioner Mobley
Commissioner Morrison
Vice Chairman Bywater
Chairman Kravitz

Commissioners Absent:

III. ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:

None were made.

IV. BUSINESS:

1. Workshop Discussion of Design Review Guidelines and Provide Direction to 
Staff. 

Commissioner Davis wanted to go through the draft guidelines and make sure 
there are no new requirements.  On page 11, “Neighborhood” he would like to 
have the breakdown of neighborhood zones i.e. Downtown, Rohnerville, 
Riverwalk, Mill District, and Fortuna Boulevard with descriptions and pictures of 
the characteristics of each zone. 

Commissioners agreed to change language from “acceptable” and “not acceptable” 
to “encouraged” and “not encouraged.” 



Commissioners directed staff to reference municipal code and/or general plan 
sections for items such as banners, walls and fencing, and dumpster enclosures.  On
the section pertaining to fencing, they would like to remove “prohibit” from chain 
link fences to “encourage” slates and decorative features. 

On page 55 the section on drainage staff should reference the LID manual and 
incorporate pictures and examples of LIDs. 

Overall the commission would like to see more local pictures of projects in the city 
for a better representation Fortuna development. 

During public comment Dennis Wendt requested more local pictures incorporated 
in the Design Review Guidelines as Fortuna and Rocklin are very different in 
population and what developers can afford. 

Chairman Kravitz would like staff to clarify the process of the Planning Commission
updating the guidelines. 

Commissioner Davis would like to ensure the Planning Commission creates 
findings to present to the City Council when a project is denied to explain the 
reasoning for the denial. Commissioner Meaney suggested the City Council is 
presented with how far into the Design Review process the project has gone 
through prior to the denial. 

   V. STAFF COMMUNICATION:

Commissioner Meaney would like to request that the Trailer Park issue is kept on 
the agenda. Chairman Kravitz requested staff to have the City Attorney or City 
Manager request the findings document from the state agency through the 
Freedom of Information Act and respond to that effort in the next meeting. 

The next design review workshop will be September 27th at 6PM prior to the 
regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting. 

VI. ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:10 PM.


